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6 months beyond February 1, 2001, of the
right to bring an action under title III of the
Act is necessary to the national interests of
the United States and will expedite a transi-
tion to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations. This letter
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on January 17.

Statement on Suspending Title III of
the Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
January 17, 2001

I am notifying the Congress that I have
decided to suspend for an additional 6
months implementation of provisions of Title
III of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity Act, which allow legal actions to
be brought against firms trafficking in con-
fiscated properties in Cuba. I believe this ac-
tion will enhance efforts by the United States
to strengthen international cooperation
aimed at promoting peaceful democratic
change in Cuba.

For the past 5 years, the United States has
pursued a strategy, coordinated by the
Department of State, to increase inter-
national pressure on the Cuban Government
to respect human rights and to begin political
and economic reforms. Our friends and allies
have joined us by taking concrete actions to
try to hasten the day when Cuba will join
the community of democratic nations. En-
couraged by the results of our efforts to elicit
the aid of our friends, I said in January 1997
that I expected to continue suspending this
provision of Title III so long as our partners’
stepped up pro-democracy efforts continued.

Over the past 6 months, the international
community has continued to send a clear

message to the Cuban Government on the
need for greater respect for human rights
and democratic reforms. For the second con-
secutive year, the Cuban Government expe-
rienced diplomatic isolation at the Ibero-
American Summit, as other heads of state
criticized Cuba’s undemocratic government
and abysmal human rights record. In the
same vein, the Government of Canada has
made clear that Cuba will not be invited to
the 2001 Summit of the Americas, as the
summit is for democratic nations only. The
Cuban Government is hearing a consistent,
firm message that it is time for peaceful,
democratic change in Cuba.

I encourage our friends and allies to con-
tinue taking effective steps to promote de-
mocracy and human rights in Cuba.

Remarks on the Designation of New
National Monuments
January 17, 2001

Thank you very much, and good morning.
I want to welcome you all here, but especially
I would like to acknowledge Secretary Mi-
neta; Senator Conrad Burns of Montana; all
the descendants of Lewis and Clark; rep-
resentatives of Sacagawea and York; Stephen
Ambrose, from whom you will hear in a mo-
ment. And I also want to recognize my
friends Ken Burns and Dayton Duncan, who
did such a wonderful job on the Lewis and
Clark film; and members of the Millennium
Council who have supported this project with
the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial and Trails
groups. I thank you all for coming here.

And I would like to especially acknowledge
and thank our administration’s environ-
mental team, including Secretary Babbitt;
EPA Administrator Carol Browner, who is
here; Chief of Staff John Podesta; George
Frampton, the head of the Council for Envi-
ronmental Quality; and Bob Stanton, who has
led our Park Service so ably. Thank you all
for your good work.

I am especially grateful to these people
today, obviously, but every day because,
thanks to their work, our air and water are
cleaner; our food is safer; we’ve cleaned up
twice as many toxic waste sites in these 8
years as in the previous 12. We’ve protected


